
Medieval dining halls provide a most agreeable venue 
for continuing discussions of papers presented in 
formal sessions.
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Formal sessions of the Round Table are normally held 
in the Rhodes House (home of the Rhodes Scholars), 
the Oxford Union Debating Society (famously, "the 
last bastion of free speech in the western world"), in 
the University Examination Schools or in the halls of 
the respective Oxford colleges.



The Oxford Round Table celebrates its 20th 
anniversary in 2008.  It was founded as a 
colloquium for small groups of governmental 
leaders and academics to engage in discussions of 
contemporary public policy issues that affect states 
and nations.  Alumni of the Round Table include 
professors, university presidents and vice-
chancellors, lawyers, physicians and ministers of 
education from many countries and institutions 
throughout the world.  The Round Tables have been 
associated with various Oxford colleges including 
Exeter, Jesus, Pembroke, St. Peter's, Somerville, 
Wadham with special relationships with Harris 
Manchester, Lincoln and St. Anne's.

Papers presented at the Oxford Round Table are 
frequently published in academic and professional 
journals.  Some of the papers have been edited 
and printed by outside publishing houses, such as 
the McGill-Queen's University Press, Ontario, 
Canada; Elsevier, Ltd., Amsterdam and New 
York, and Routledge, Ltd., London.  Manuscripts 
have also been published by the Forum on Public 
Policy:  A Journal of the Oxford Round Table.  
The Forum is a refereed journal published in both 
hard copy and online formats.
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